Mrs. Gray Hooker

March 24, 2013

Wilma McCarver Gray Hooker, daughter of the late Gus Whitlow Gray and
Keron McCarver Gray, passed away March 22, 2013, in West Point, MS. She
was born October 5, 1921, on a farm in Pontotoc County, MS.

In 1939, Wilma Gray graduated from high school in Ecru, MS, where she was
chosen Most Beautiful. She married Aron Haywood Hooker of Thaxton, Ms,
on June 10, 1939, and they were married for over 38 years, only being
separated by his service during World War Il. They shared a love for their
church, their family, and their friends.

Mrs. Hooker was a tireless, fun, generous, involved wife, mother,
grandmother, and great-grandmother. Her time and talents were always
devoted to the activities of her family. She loved to spend her time cooking
and gardening, and she will be remembered as one who always warmly
welcomed family and friends to her home. Mrs. Hooker affectionately became
known as Mema when she became a grandmother. She had a gift for making
each of her children, grandchildren, and great—grandchildren believe that they
were her favorite.

She was an active member of First Baptist Church of West Point working with
Girls” Auxiliary, Baptist Training Union, and Vacation Bible School. She was a
lifelong member of the Order of the Eastern Star, serving as Worthy Matron.
The sentiments of her grandchildren were best expressed as one wrote, “Our
beloved Mema passed away, and although we are really sad and already miss
her dearly, it's comforting to know she lived a long, full life, filled with joy, hope,



love, and family. Mema is reunited with our Pepa, and for that we rejoice. We
will always cherish the good times we had with her, and we are so thankful for
the many wonderful years we shared together. No matter where we go and no
matter what we do, Mema will always be with us, for we are Mema'’s children.”
Mrs. Hooker is survived by her children Dr. Phillip Aron Hooker and wife, Carol
of West Point, Elizabeth Gray Hooker Herron and husband, Charles of
Meridian, MS, and Wilma Jane Hooker Maxwell of Germantown, TN. She is
also survived by grandchildren, Dr. Phillip Aron Hooker, Jr. and wife, Miranda,
of Oxford, MS, Andrew Haywood Hooker of Franklin, TN, Shelley Grace
Hooker Hemphill of Thompson’s Station, TN, Andrew Newton Rayburn of
Oxford, MS, Thomas McCarver Rayburn of Jackson, MS, Shelby Hooker
Rayburn of Oxford, MS, Suzanne Patton Herron Helveston and husband,
Campbell of Meridian ,MS, Elizabeth Ann Herron of Birmingham, AL,
Elizabeth Drayton Maxwell Hutton of St. Louis, MO, and Katherine Gray
Maxwell of Chicago, IL, and great-grandchildren, Preston and Anna Hooker,
Robert Hemphill, Jr., Hart Rayburn, Patton and Collins Helveston, and
Hannah, Abby, and Marie Hutton.

Preceding her in death were her husband, Aron Haywood Hooker, parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Whitlow Gray, sisters Hilda Gray Tedford, Joyce Gray Baker,
Betty Jean Gray, Jamie Keron Gray and brothers Harvey Gray and her twin
William Gray.

The visitation will be Monday, March 25, 2013, from 4:00-6:00 pm at Calvert
Funeral Home in West Point, MS. Funeral services will be held Tuesday at
11:00 am at First Baptist Church in West Point with burial in West Point
Memorial Garden Cemetery. Pallbearers will be the grandsons and great-
grandsons.

Memorials may be made to First Baptist Church, P O Box 704, West Point,
MS 39773 or to Diabetes Foundation of Mississippi, 800 Avery Blvd, Suite
100, Ridgeland, MS 39157.
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Phil, I offer condolences on behalf of my sister Janet and |.

Craig Smith - April 05, 2013 at 11:37 PM

Wilma lived a long and wonderful life. Many people who loved her
will miss her always. She made everyone feel special. After a long
conversation this morning with Wilma's "baby Jane" | am even more
grateful for the loving people of West Point who were present for
Wilma's Home Going and also who have loved her family through
this process of letting her go. We all have been extremely fortunate
and blessed to have grown up in the spirit of such generosity. Thank
you Wilma and thank you ALL.

Jona moore Keeton - March 30, 2013 at 10:56 AM

To Phil, Beth, and Jane, | am so sorry about your mom. She was
always so sweet and kind...and pretty! | have a lot of fond memories
of her and your dad teaching training union and other church
activities so long ago. | pray that God will surround you with His
comfort and peace during these difficult days. Take care,

Linda Campbell

Linda Campbell - March 29, 2013 at 11:07 AM

Beth, again | am sorry for the loss of your mother. Sandra Jennings
Boykin

Sandra Jennings Boykin - March 28, 2013 at 08:45 PM



I got to know Ms. Wilma when | worked for Dr. Hooker. She was a
wonderful, kind, generous and loving woman with a wonderful
sense of humor. She will be greatly missed. Condolences to Dr.
Hooker and family ~ Steph

Stephanie Smith Busbin - March 26, 2013 at 01:50 PM
So sorry for your loss. May you feel God's comforting arms around
you at this time. Our prayers are with you and your family. Don &
Marilyn Searcy

Don & Marilyn Searcy - March 26, 2013 at 12:43 PM
Bob joins me in sympathy and prayer that you will feel God's love

and comfort as you face this time of great loss. Christ's Peace.

Priscilla Allen Harper - March 25, 2013 at 08:05 AM

With sympathy and friendship, Susanne Allen Thomas

Susanne Allen Thomas - March 24, 2013 at 09:05 AM



