
Mr. Sammie Lamar McNeel
August 19, 1944 - January 3, 2026

Mr. Sammie Lamar McNeel went to be with the Lord on January 3, 2026, in
the arms of his beloved wife Jeannie, with a wink and whispering I love you,
just before God sent His angels to take him home. 

 

Sammie was born on August 19, 1944, in Clay County, to the late Thomas
and Minnie Griffin McNeel. Sammie was a graduate of Clay County High
School in Montpelier. He was married to Darrellene Thompson for 34 years
and fathered two daughters, Melinda and Melissa. He was a grandfather to
Elizabeth, Charles, and Clara. 

 

On October 2, 2015, Sammie married Jeannie Johnson Staten and acquired
an extended family of one step-son, Jeromiah. Jeromiah and his children,
Abigail and Cody, became a very intricate part of his life and provided him with
many memorable moments. 

 

Sammie held many jobs over his 81 years, but the most important one was
serving Clay County as the Sheriff from 1971-1992. He always said that it was
an honor to serve and protect the citizens of Clay County. 

 

Sammie was the youngest of thirteen children, all of whom preceded him in
death. It was a blended family of yours, mine, and ours. Along with this,
brought many nieces and nephews to numerous to mention. Among these



were Lee McNeel and his wife, Jeanie and Linda Taylor and her husband,
Willie, who always opened their home for family get-togethers and holidays.
One remaining sister-in-law, Betty Glenn McNeel, has always been the rock
on which he could count on to provide comfort with visits in his later days. 

 

Sammie had numerous friends but one that was always by his side was Elois
Parker. Elois was his partner in every sense. They worked together and
shared all the good times and the bad. He was the one that he always called
on when he needed help. 

 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by five sisters, Mary Hurt,
Clara Hampton, Sue Thomas, Robertine Morley, and Eleanor McNeel
Roebuck, and six brothers, Bilbo McNeel, Sr., Tommy McNeel, Vernie McNeel,
James Montgomery, Charles Montgomery, and Bob Montgomery. 

 

Visitation will be Tuesday, January 6, 2026, from 5:00-8:00 P.M. at Calvert
Funeral Home in West Point. Funeral services will be on Wednesday, January
7, 2026, at 10:00 A.M. from Calvert Funeral Home Chapel with Bro. Keith
Carter officiating, Mr. Cooper McNeel delivering the Eulogy, and Sheriff Eddie
Scott delivering the Watchman Prayer. Burial will follow in Pine Bluff Cemetery
in Mantee, but his soul will be setting at the feet of Jesus. Calvert Funeral
Home of West Point is honored to be entrusted with the arrangements. 

 

Survivors include his wife, Jeannie Johnson McNeel of West Point: his two
daughters, Melinda Herrington (Duane) of Tupelo and Melissa Miller (Carl) of
West Point: one step-son, Jeromiah Staten (Bryndi) of Hamilton: three
grandchildren, Charles Scott of West Point, Elizabeth White (Don) of Midland,
Texas, and Clara Seitz of London, England: two step-grandchildren, Abigail
and Cody Staten of Hamilton: one sister-in-Law, Betty McNeel of Mantee: one
brother-in-law, Jessie Johnson (Peggy) of Pontotoc, and a number of nieces
and nephews. 



Pallbearers will be John Glenn McNeel, Elois Parker, Jeromiah Staten, Cody
Staten, Lee McNeel, and Cooper McNeel. 

Honorary Pallbearers will be Pete Dexter, Henry Smith, Jim Waide, Scott
Ross, Floyd McKee, David Waide, Mark Hazzard, Jeana Whitacre, Doctors,
Nurses, and Staff of Mississippi Home Health, Doctors, Nurses, and Staff of
Sanctuary Hospice House, Doctors, Nurses, and Staff of Baptist Memorial
Hospital Oncology Department. 

Memorials may be made to Pine Bluff Cemetery Fund, c/o Betty McNeel, 3127
Colony Road, Pheba, Mississippi 39755, Pleasant Grove Church, 4235
Brand-Una Road, Prairie, Mississippi 39756, or to Sanctuary Hospice House,
5159 West Main Street, Tupelo, Mississippi 38801. 

 

Special thanks to the members of Pleasant Grove Church which provided
Christian love to Sammie over the last few years of his life and for honoring
him as a Honorary Deacon position just before his death. 

 

Special thanks to Jeana Whitacre for providing his medical needs, Mississippi
Home Health for their work to provide for home care, and all the Staff at
Baptist Memorial Hospital Oncology Department. But most of all thanks to the
Staff at Sanctuary Hospice House in Tupelo. 

 

Friends may leave an online condolence at www.calvertfuneralhome.com
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Carol Joyce Young - January 07 at 03:48 PM

So sorry to hear of Sammie’s passing. We will always remember his
kindness and concern for so many under his watch as sheriff. 
 
God bless all who love and will miss him. You are in our prayers. 

Calvert Funeral Home - January 06 at 11:57 AM

39 files added to the album LifeTributes

Juan Tyner - January 06 at 11:09 AM

Sammie was a good friend while we were in West Point,

Anna Jones - January 05 at 11:17 PM

Bennie Jones and I have loved moments shared with This young
fella. They kept each other cracked up. He was a truly good guy.
We will miss him.
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Cindy Freeman Higginbotham - January 05 at 10:32 PM

Cindy Freeman Higginbotham lit a candle in
memory of Mr. Sammie Lamar McNeel

Susanne Allen Thomas - January 05 at 08:35 PM

With sympathy and friendship 
 
Susanne Allen Thomas

John and Stephanie Albright - January 05 at 05:18 PM

John and Stephanie Albright purchased the Sere
ne Retreat for the family of Mr. Sammie Lamar
McNeel.

John and Stephanie Albright - January 05 at 05:18 PM

John and Stephanie Albright planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mr. Sammie Lamar McNeel.

https://www.calvertfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.calvertfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.calvertfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Dana Watson Hudgens - January 05 at 04:32 PM

Please accept my sincere condolences. I have fond memories of
spending time in your home, Ms Darrallene, Melinda and Lou. May
you find peace and comfort knowing Mr Sammie is walking hand-in-
hand with our Lord and Savior .

Tommy Calder - January 05 at 04:02 PM

End of Watch: 03 January 2026 
I had the great and distinct honor of serving under Sheriff Sammie
McNeel as a Deputy Sheriff and Criminal Investigator. Sammie was
always quick to off inside from his vast law enforcement career, to
mentor me and help me to grow. 
Sheriff McNeel was and always will be a most important part of my
life. 
Rest in God's Grace and Mercy 

Patricia Holloway - January 05 at 03:11 PM

I am so sorry to hear about Mr. McNeel. I live in Hamilton, but I met
him at Med Comp in West Point when we were both in therapy.
During our conversations, he often talked about his life and family.
As it turned out, I knew Jeromiah and Bryndi since they also live in
our community, and Jeromiah was a former student of mine in
Aberdeen. I pray that God will give his family and many friends
comfort and peace.

Prscilla Allen Harper - January 05 at 01:00 PM

Sincere sympathy in your time of loss. Priscilla and Bob Harper
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Ruth Wooten - January 05 at 12:58 PM

I am so sorry for your loss! I am praying for peace and comfort for
you and the family. 
Ruth Wooten


